
  

 

shelter&stability 
News from Willis Dady Homeless Services 

Winter 

2019

Each issue of our newsletter 

features a recent client success 

story. Generous gifts from donors 

like you make it possible for these 

success stories to take place. 

Thank you so much.  

Perhaps the happiest phone calls 
and visits are from former clients 
who check in to let us know 
they’re doing well. 

One such phone call 
came in December 
from Scott S., a former 
client who wanted to 
tell his story. Scott’s 
path is remarkable and 
different from most 
stories shared in this newsletter. 

It’s the story of a man who stayed 
with us for 30 days but did not 
move into stable housing. He 
“exited to homelessness.” It’s a 
term we note in our client files 
for anyone who departs with 
nowhere to go. 

As Scott explained, “I was still in 
my addiction. As humans we 
don’t like change.” 

Not ready to make the necessary 
changes in his life, Scott 
remained homeless, continuing 
his heavy use of drugs and 
alcohol. 

“I tried to kill myself with drugs.” 

He eventually ended up in 
residential treatment program in 
another city. 

“It was supposed to be for 90 
days but I was there for six 
months.” During his stay, Scott 
“chose to get clean.” 

Accomplishing more than 
breaking his addiction, Scott went 

to school and 
obtained his 
Commercial 
Driver’s License.  

Today, he hauls 
heavy equipment in 
Iowa and 

neighboring states. He “road 
tests” new driving students.  

And he appreciates his experience 
at Willis Dady even though he 
wasn’t ready to make a change. 

Being here “was way different 
than I thought. Everyone was so 
welcoming. We bonded … I 
never expected that.” 

Now married, Scott and his wife 
are active with their church. They 
hand out hundreds of sack 
lunches to people on the street 
and in public places. They visit  
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low-income apartments, 
distributing necessities like toilet 
paper. And we are proud to say 
Scott has come full circle by 
bringing supper to clients here in 
shelter. 

Scott’s journey of success is one 
of hope for all of us. Willis Dady 
Homeless Services is dedicated to 
helping everyone we serve to end 
their homelessness. But not every 
case has the quick resolution we’d 
like to see. Some walk off into the 
darkness. 

And yet, Scott’s journey reminds 
us that walking off into the 
darkness is not the end of the 
story. They may return, in the 
light, a changed person.  

— Lisa Williams, 
Director of Development 

 

 

From Shelter to Stability 
Scott: Making His Own Path to Success 

“I tried to kill 
myself  with 
drugs.” 
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The 2019-2022 Strategic Plan 
Director’s Notes 

As I mentioned in the November 
newsletter, our staff and board met 
regularly for much of 2018, creating a 
strategic plan to help better achieve 
our mission. Outlined below is the 
plan, which was adopted in late 
November. We welcome your input, 
questions and partnership as we begin 
working on and measuring our 
progress.   
 
1) Increase the number of people 
leaving shelter with positive exits, so 
that more than 70% exit to permanent 
housing and our average length of 
shelter stay remains less than 30 days.  
a. Ensure staff are trained and 
equipped to meet housing exit goals 
b. Turn no one away from shelter due 
to accessibility issues 
c. Strengthen landlord networks 
d. Operate a clean and well-maintained 
facility 
 
2) Through case management, ensure 
more than 50% of clients maintain 
housing for 3+ years. 
a. Provide at least five long-term 
housing options for high barrier clients 
b. Develop direct access to 
employment for high barrier clients 

c. Provide timely, accurate referrals for 
mental and physical health needs 
d. Perform client follow-up with all 
clients at 3, 6, 12, 24, and 36 months 
after program exit 
e. Create opportunities for peer-to-
peer support 
 
3) Prevent homelessness for more 
than 1,000 people annually.  
a. Define and prioritize the population 
in most need of homeless prevention 
b. Lower the eviction rates throughout 
Linn County by 10% 
c. Utilize and create best practices in 
providing homeless prevention 
d. Gain access to more affordable and 
reliable transportation 
 
4) Create a stable financial foundation 
to support our long-term strategic 
activities. 
a. Diversify and grow funding sources 
b. Expand depth and breadth of donor 
gifts 
c. Put robust cost controls/risk 
management measures in place 
d. Employ diverse, high-quality staff 
e. Attract and maintain highest quality 
board members 
f. Leverage volunteers at all levels, 
with positive satisfaction results 
 
5) Advocate for system-wide change 
within the community. 
a. Build strategic marketing plan 
b. Address governmental level policies 
affecting homelessness through 
research, education, and advocacy  
 
It is only because of you — our 
donors, volunteers and friends — that 
we are able to make these steps 
forward. Thank you! 
 

—Phoebe, Executive Director 
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Construction Updates: Phase One Completion! 

By the time you read this, we will be in the throes of moving to the new wing. Our anticipated move will be the week of 

Feb. 18. 

Throughout an unusually cold November, Woodruff Construction and its subcontractors worked diligently to replace the 

roof and enclose the new wing before the bad weather hit. Then much of the work moved indoors — wiring, plumbing 

fixtures, drywall. Week by week, it looked more and more like what we’d envisioned. 

Shelter operations will move to the new wing leaving the old wing empty to be renovated. The men’s shelter will 

temporarily move to the first floor family units. When renovation is complete in July, we will move the men’s shelter back 

to the second floor of the renovated old wing. 

We will plan a ribbon cutting celebration for July when the entire project is expected to be finished. Thank you to 

everyone who invested in this project. Our dream is becoming a reality! 

It cannot be overstated how much we appreciate all of you who invested in this project. 

As of February 1, we have four official 

tenants at our Willis Dady Welborn 

House! Love makes a house a home. 

Thank you to all who donated their 

time, talent, and treasure to this 

project.  

The tenants at Welborn House have 

struggled with chronic homeless over 

the last few years and were intrigued by 

the idea of cooperative living. They 

will have roommates to not only build 

new, positive relationships with, but to 

hold them accountable and provide 

support for each other.  

The transition into housing has been 

tough for a few of the tenants as they 

have been outside for the last two 

years, but they continue to adjust and 

rely on their new roommates and case 

manager for ongoing support and 

stability.  

Alicia, our Support Services Manager, 

will be onsite to hold group meetings 

at least once per week and additionally 

to meet one on one with each tenant. 

They will work on any goals they may 

have to continue moving forward. We 

held our first “house meeting” on Feb. 

4 and all tenants were engaged in the 

meeting to determine and agree on 

house rules, and to continue learning 

more about what a cooperative living 

house can provide them.  

We are excited to see the impact this 

house will have for our current tenants 

and the Cedar Rapids community for 

years to come! 

Welborn House Opens on February 1 

The new front entrance gets prepped for siding The inside of our new front office in the soon 

completed expansion 

Siding goes up on the north-facing wall  

Above: Alliant Energy Foundation program 

manager Leah Rodenberg presents a check for 

$5000 to Phoebe Trepp to support case 

management at the Welborn House 
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Thank You to Our Generous and Caring Donors 
We  are proud to display the 
names of those who supported 
us Oct. 1 to Dec. 31,  2019.  
 

In Memory Of:  
Kathryn Adams 
    Robert Adams 
Chloe and Gordon, friends of 

the outdoors 
    Jon & Joan Rasmussen 
Charles B. & Agnesrose 

Gradoville 
 Rich Gradoville 
Paul & Claudia Horick 
    Jon & Joan Rasmussen 
Gary Fisher 

Myrna Fisher 
Kathy Kittredge 
 Derin Sherman 
Glenn Klinsky 
    Larry Jones 
Jerry McElmeel 
 Carolyn McElmeel 
Jean M. Moeller-Ralfs 

Del & Beth Dake 
JP Ranck 
    Becky Ranck 
Roman Schuh 
    Del & Beth Dake 

 

In Honor Of: 
Daniel & Janet Engle 
   Ben & Laurel Engle 
The Homeless Man Who 

Saved Her Child’s Life 
 Alicia Burnett 
Kas Kittredge 
 Derin Sherman 
Deborah Levin 
 Mitchell Levin 
Jim & Lori Van Zuuk 
 Kevin Morriss 
The Prairiewood Knitters 
 Diane & Franklin Olsen 
John & Thelma Rife 
 Kristin Stauffer 
Karl Roush 
 Sag Wagon 

Tess Werner 
 Mary Hatch 
 

Janice Widmer 
   Avis Wells Smith 
Lisa Williams 
 Kyle & Patti Kunz 
Emily Zimmon 

Arlene Sobel 
 
Please note: Memorials and 
Honorees listed here were 
received Oct. 1 – Dec. 31. To 
correct any errors, please 
contact us at 319-362-7555 or 
development@willisdady.org.  
 

Individuals & 
Families 
Financial 
Tracey Achenbach, Robert 
Adams, Connie Albaugh, 
Russell Allen & Martha 
Barry, Rosanne Altenhofen, 
Cheryl Anderson, Patricia 
Ankrum, Anne Armitage, 
Carrie Ball, Tori Barnes-Brus, 
Earlyce Barreto, Jim & 
Bonnie Beardsworth, Sue 
Benjamin, Sam Bergus, Bruce 
& Barbara Bernier, Michael 
& Carolyn Biderman, Carl & 
Carla Bilter, Natalie 
Bisaillon, Jace & Jenny 
Bisgard, Louisa Bockstedt, 
Marjorie Bode, William & 
Verna Boland, John & 
Kristine Boston, Robert 
Bowers, Alan & Terry 
Boyden, Stacia Dougherty & 
Nicholas Bradburn, James & 
Cleota Branam, Jeremy & 
Selma Brigham, Bruce 
Brisbine, Douglas & Michele 
Brock, Delores Brokman, 
Carolee Bruner, Barry & 
Jolene Buchholz, Katherine 
Burford, Alicia Burnett, Jan 
Butterworth, Laurel Byrne, 
William & Elizabeth 
Caldwell, Thomas & Barbara 
Campbell, Matthew 
Canfield, Jeffrey & Amber 
Capps, J. David & 
Alexandria Carey, Ronnie & 
Carol Carlson, David & 

Kathleen Carney, Michael 
Chevy Castranova & Lisa 
Williams, Daniel & Bibi 
Chadwick, Stephanie 
Chadwick, John Chaimov & 
Jenny Schulz, Betty Clinton, 
Patrick R Cobb, Robert & 
Dawn Cooper, Chad 
Cooper, Lee & Elaine 
Coppock, Kevin & Sarah 
Corizzo, Judith Crawford, 
Terry & Kay Crist, Del & 
Beth Dake, Ruth Daniel, Dale 
& Cynthia Davisson, Mary 
Ann Dawson, Ronald 
DeChristopher & Judy 
Winter, Victor Diercksen, 
Brent & Beth Disselkoen, 
Glenn & Rose Dunham, Jo 
Marie Elkema, Ben & Laurel 
Engle, Dan & Janet Engle, 
Andrea Ewers, Myrna Fisher, 
David & Deneen Fleck, Linda 
& Scott Foens, Arlis Ford, 
Shane Fowler, Bruce & Julie 
Frana, Gary & Mary Franck, 
William Davis & Kathryn 
Franzenburg, Mary Freeman, 
William & JoAnne Galbraith, 
Kristin Garnant, Vincent 
Geis, Judy Goldberg & 
Gordon Parker, Kathleen 
Good, Ann Gorsch, Rich 
Gradoville, Joel Grandon, 
Dennis Green, William & 
Janet Gross, Diana Haack, 
Arthur Hackett, Colleen 
Hadley, Glen & Nancy 
Hankemeier, Rosanne & 
Steven Hans, Sharon 
Harschnek, Mary Hatch, 
Donald & Frances Hatfield, 
Gina Hauscknecht & 
Matthew Brown, Marjorie 
Henderson, Sally 
Hendrickson, Paul Hess, 
Dorothy Hinman, Skyler 
Hiscock, Kevin & Jan 
Hoheisel, Thomas & Marilyn 
Holmes, Bill & Jeannette 
Holtz, Dorris Hotchkiss, Mary 
Huffman,  Vicki Hughes,  

W. Richard & Ellen Hull, 
Verlyn & Ann Mary Jackson, 
Peter & Rae Jacobs, Alan 
Jahn, Howard James, Emily 
Johnson, Stacie Johnson, Larry 
Jones, Steven Kadlec, Sarah 
Kaspryk, Srinivas 
Katragadda, Victor & Marilyn 
Kies, John Kilpatrick, James & 
Linda Kipp, Roger & Christine 
Kirpes, Timothy Klima, John & 
Virginia Knutson, Theodore 
Knutson, Jim & Karen Koch, 
Irene Konecny, David & Sue 
Kramer, Amber Kramer, 
Lawrence & Marlys Kula, Kyle 
& Patti Kunz, William & Sheila 
Landers, Mitchell & Deborah 
Levin, Rogelio Lindo, John & 
Laura Locher, Steven & Denise 
Long, Luella Lorimer, Sue 
Lovik, Anne Lyttle, Kathleen 
Maddigan,  Arlene Madill, 
Daniel & Linda Martin, Jill 
Mast, William & Kathy 
McCauley, Elizabeth 
McDougall, Patrick & Cindy 
McElliott, Steve & Ellen 
McElmeel, Carolyn McElmeel, 
Louise McMaster, Judith 
McNiel, Laura Meade, James 
Meinecke, Sandra Merritt, 
Amanda Miller, Joel Miller, 
James Miller, Patricia Miller, 
Janet Monk, Tyson Morio, 
Kevin Morris, Joe Neuhaus, 
Jennifer Neumann, Todd & Joy 
Newhouse, Richard & 
Elizabeth Niccolls, Mary 
Nicholson, Claire Nilles, 
Maureen Oates, John & Marcy 
Oates, Paula O'Loughlin, 
Diane & Franklin Olsen, Scott 
& Penny Olson, Polly & 
Armond Pagliai, Kevin Papp & 
Bedora Sheronick, James & 
Allison Parr, Matt Patton, 
Larry & Janice Paulsen, 
Darrell & Lois Paulsen, 
Margaret Paxton, Rich & 
Jackie Peterson, Jim & Geri 
Pettitt, Lois Pienkos, Dr. Fred & 
Janet Pilcher, Arnie Plathe,  

  
 



5 

 

Eugene Poppe, Sam Pritchard, 
Lisa Ramlo, Pam Ramoska, 
Dorothy Ramsey, Becky Ranck, 
Jon & Joan Rasmussen, Richard 
Rehman, Randall & Eleonora 
Rieck, John & Thelma Rife,  
Leila Riggleman, DeeEtta 
Riley, Janice Risdale, Barbara 
& David Rossate, Gary Rozek, 
Ann Rude, Rick & Jackie Rupp, 
Kenneth & Julia Russell, Lee & 
Darlene Schmidt, Michael & 
Rebecca Schulte, Dale Wade 
& Steve Senninger, Derin 
Sherman, Terry Shields, Arden 
& Lois Shindoll, Gerald & 
Nancy Shirk, Don Simmons, 
Nicolle Skogman, Stan & Ellen 
Slessor, Gary & Janet Slimak, 
Avis Wells Smith, Arlene 
Sobel, Gary & Elaine Sondag, 
Kent & Kristi Sorensen, 
Theresa Stark, Kristin Stauffer, 
Shirley Steffe, James & 
Barbara Steggall, William 
Stewart, David Stortz, Sallie 
Streib, William & Cynthia 
Sueppel, Drew & Terrie 
Sullivan, Ben Summerwill, 
Stephen & Sandy Sutterer, 
John & Sherry Swanson, Jim & 
Marita, Joanne Thinnes, 
Charity Tyler, Lauren Van 
Schilfgaarde, Paul Vanourny, 
James Vanzuuk, Jen Visser, 
Val Vogeler, Scott & Candace 
Voll, Ellen Wagenfield, 
Christine Wagner-Hecht, 
Steven Wahle & Joann 
German-Wahle, Joey & Cathy 
Welton, John Welty, John 
Weyer, Keith Whipple, Bret 
Williamson, Myron & Esther 
Wilson, Timothy Wilson & 
Heidi Levine, David Young, 
Tom Zahn, Denise 

Zakostelecky 
 

Goods 
Sheila Anderson, Cheryl 
Anderson, Patricia Ankrum, 
Scott & Sandy Ashley, Avery, 
Vern & Ann Bagley, Russell 
Allen & Martha Barry, Mary 
Barry, Kristin BiederMann, Ben 
Bisailla, Kathy Bock,  

Brandon Boggs, Catherine 
Bonnett, John & Kristine 
Boston, Nadine Brock, Carol 
Bruch, Carolee Bruner, Jenny 
Bulle, Karen Busness, Carissa 
Buttjer, Ronnie & Carol 
Carlson, Dennis Carpenter, 
Bob & Janice Carson, Anne 
Carter, The Clemons Family, 
Brad Colton, Barb & Bryan 
Conner, Jr., Ann Daws, Mary 
Ann Dawson, Bob Dietz, Stacia 
Dougherty & Nicholas 
Bradburn, Mark & Angie 
Dvorak, Sarah Dyck, Donna 
Eager, Wendy Eakins, Sandy 
Edwards, Scott Edwards, Tom 
& Terry Ekland, Bob & June 
Ellis, Jack B Evans, Myrna 
Fisher, Nathan & Yasue Fisher, 
Robert Fletcher, Jordan 
Fraley, Nadine Garrett, 
Vincent Geis, Josh Glendening, 
Elizabeth Guthart-Swyter, 
Stacey Halyard, Ginger 
Hamilton, John Harthey, John 
Hartney, Steve Harvey, 
Nicholas Lee Hassinger, Brad 
& Kindel Haverback, Ashley 
Heim, Sara Heineman, Jill 
Helling, Darrell Hennessey, 
Bob Hepker, Phyllis Hoffman, 
Gay Holstine, Judy Holub, 
Daniel & Linda Hopp, Dee 
Hospodarsky, Mary Huffman, 
Karen Humbert, Betty Hyde, 
Isabelle Jackson, Ladonna 
Jacobson, Jay, Emily Johnson, 
Jenee Jones, William & Kathy 
Kilbourn, Tammie Klaman, 
John & Virginia Knutson, Jim & 
Karen Koch, Annette Koons, 
Deb Kriegermeier, Patty 
Kruckenberg, Barb Kryger-
Giese, Kelly Lindahl, Noma 
Lucas, Terri Ludwig, Kathleen 
Maddigan, Joyce Maddux, 
Tina Maher, Bonnie Mason, 
Traci Maxted, Wanda Mayer, 
Tom Mccartan, Donna 
McConeghey, Justin McDowell, 
Judith McNiel, David McVay, 
Forrest Meyer, Lori Miene, 
John Miller, Joanne Moeller, 
Suzannah Moore, Pam Moral,  
Mary Morton, Wilma Moser,  

Jan Mullin, Suzanne Mullins, 
Dick Mundy, Diana Neal, 
Larry & Ruth Neppl, Todd & 
Joy Newhouse, Bill Noonan, 
Frances Novotny, John & 
Marcy Oates, Michael Odell, 
Christopher Offerman, Paula 
O'Loughlin, Diana Rae Patten, 
Jack & Sue Patton, Laura & 
John Pelechek, Susan Pfeiler, 
D. Pint, Connie Popelar, Jeff 
Pottebaum, Mary Price, 
Bridget Prochaska, Barbara 
Ptarek, Cheryl Renken, Barb 
Rhame, Ronald Richards, John 
& Thelma Rife, Sharon Rolfes, 
Chris Rosell, Erin Ross, Joan 
Running, Sue Schollmae, 
Michael & Rebecca Schulte, 
Kathy Schumacher, "United 
Methodist Church, Attn: Frank 
Seydel", Larry & Claire Sharp, 
Scott & Crystal Shay, Shelby, 
Jim Shimek, Don Simmons, 
Kathy Simmons, Walter Simms, 
Paulette Sindt, Dan & Brooke 
Sipper, Jerald Sisco, Barb 
Slater, Elaine Slaymaker, 
Denise Smith, Diane Smith, 
Cindy Smothers, Dave 
Stauffer, Rogette Steele, 
Charol Steinford, John & 
Joyce Stepanek, Gayla 
Strand, Deb Murrell & Sarah 
Swenson, Diane Terrones, 
Kevin Urban, Krysta Vogel, 
Dave Vonsprecken, Jim 
Wasta, Wayne Waters, 
Janice Widmer, Vera 
Wilkinson, Johnathan Williams, 
Sarah Williams, Esther Wilson, 
Nancy & Rocky Zahn, Larry 
Zimple, Julie Zuber  
 

Organizations 
Financial 
All Saints Catholic Church, 
Alliant Energy Foundation, Inc., 
AmazonSmile, Asbury United 
Methodist Church, Aubey & 
Enzle, LLP, Blessed Virgin 
Mary Society #119, Cedar 
Rapids Bank & Trust, Christ 
Church Presbyterian, Church 
Of Christ United, Community 
Circle of Care, Inc.,  
 
 

Dupaco Community Credit 
Union, ESP International 
Foundation, Facebook, Fairfax 
State Savings Bank, First 
Christian Church, First 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ, First Lutheran Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Gatergrotto Metal Works, 
General Mills, Hames Mobile 
Homes, Hills Bank & Trust, Holy 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
HonKamp Krueger & Co. PC, 
Hus Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Immaculate Conception 
Church, Inter Religious Council 
Of Linn County, International 
Paper, Iowa Finance Authority, 
Ivan & Bonnie Hasselbusch 
Charitable Gift Fund, Joan 
Tucker Living Trust, Joann 
Elizabeth Downey Fund, John F. 
Kennedy High School, Kibbie 
Family Farms, LLC, Linn Area 
Community Credit Union, Linn 
Grove Church Ladies Aid, 
Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection, Mad About Art 
Studio, May G Gortner 
Charitable Trust, Mercy 
Hospital, PayPal Giving Fund, 
Peace Christian Reformed 
Church, Phil & Cherie Thompson 
Fund, Prairie Bible Church, 
Prairie Chapel United Methodist 
Church, Sag Wagon, LLC, Salem 
United Methodist Church, 
Shuttleworth & Ingersoll, P.L.C., 
Siegels Jewelry & Loan, Inc., 
Sisters Of St. Francis, Slappey 
Family Foundation, Square, Inc., 
St. Jude Church, St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church, St. Pius X 
Parish, St. Wenceslaus Church, 
The Jared & Carol Hills 
Foundation, The Maurice 
Foundation, Trinity St. James 
Church, United Way of East 
Central Iowa, UnityPoint Health: 
St. Luke's Hospital, Walker 
United Methodist Church, 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Whittier Friends 
Meeting, Zion United Church Of 
Christ 
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Organizations 
Goods 
Abbe Center, All Saints Catholic 

Church, Alliant Energy 

Corporation, Alzheimers 

Association, American Heart 

Association, Image First Health 

Care Laundry Specialists, Iowa 

Running Company, Isaac Newton 

Christian Academy, KCRG-TV, 

Kirkwood Community College - 

Student Life, Linn-Mar Schools, 

Little Gems Learning Center, 

Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection, MedTouch, Mercy 

Hospital, Mt. Vernon Rd Hy-Vee, 

My Chiro, Noelridge Dental, 

Oakridge Middle School, Palo 

United Methodist Church, 

Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 

125, PMX Industries, Prairie 

Bible Church, Professional 

Women's Network, Raining Rose, 

Reggan's Relief, Regis Middle 

School, River Of Life Church, 

Shuttleworth & Ingersoll, P.L.C., 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church,  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church,  

St. George Orthodox Church,  

St. John's Lutheran Church,  

St. Ludmila's Catholic Church,  

St. Luke's Hospital, St. Pius X 

Parish, The Church on Northland, 

The Eastern Iowa Airport, Trinity 

St. James Church, United Fire 

Group, United Fire Group 

Underwriting, UnityPoint Health: 

St. Luke's Hospital, Verizon 

Business, Veterans Affairs 

Outreach Center, We Run, Wells 

Fargo, Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, Zion Lutheran Church 

 
Please note: Donations listed here 
were received Oct. 1 – Dec. 31. 
To correct any errors, please 
contact us at 319-362-7555 or 
development@willisdady.org.  

October to 
December 

Donors, cont. 

Overflow Shelter Updates 
Getting the Overflow shelter ready this 

year was one of those times when, right 

when you thought you had everything set 

up, another setback occurred. Still, we 

persevered, and finally closed in on the 

location commonly known as the former 

Salvation Army building at 717 3rd Ave SE. 

Even with the location finalized, there were 

some last few obstacles: prepare the space 

for habitation, build a temporary wall, pass 

inspections, repair glass, install heat, clean 

it, and bring in the cots and blankets from 

last season out of storage.  

For preparing the space, we needed 

updates to the electric box, plumbing, and 

heating systems. We were fortunate to have 

had the help of Bart Woods, who made 

himself quite available to drop by and make 

sure the doors were unlocked not just for 

professionals donating their time, but to 

the three different volunteer groups that 

took care of the cleaning and final set up.  

These three groups worked many hours, 

and saved us a lot of time. First was a 

group organized by Brad Colton. They 

came from Matthew 25, and even supplied 

the moving truck necessary to move all the 

cots and blankets to the shelter! Next was a 

group of four that Toshia Stark connected 

us to as she heard about our needs. They 

did a lot of the initial work of sweeping 

dust off the floor, cleaning the windows, 

and even clearing away some flaking paint 

off the ceiling. Lainie Smith connected us 

with one last group to finish sweeping and 

mopping the day before we opened. 

It is thanks to these wonderful people, and 

many others, that we were able to clear 

away the last obstacles and finally open the 

Overflow on December 1. Their efforts 

have allowed for an average of 50 

individuals each night to receive life-saving 

warmth and shelter during this cold winter 

season!  

Thanks to all of you who generously gave 

money and needed supplies to support the 

overflow.                                          

Below: The Overflow shelter is prepped and ready for its 

first night of the season. The shelter will remain open 

until March 15 



7 

 

From the left: Donors drop off a trunkload of supplies; 

Seth from Kirkwood brings donations from staff and 

students; Officers Randy and Marty from the CRPD with 

their donation of hats and socks; Employees from Park 

CR have a pillow fight with the donations raised from 

their parking ticket forgiveness program 

 

VOLUNTEER 

Receptionists. A critical part of the 

Willis Dady team, and with our 

facility expansion opening soon, we 

are increasing our volunteer 

receptionist hours. Available shifts 

are from 7:00 to 9:00 AM and 5:00 

to 9:00 PM, Monday through 

Friday.  

Overnights. Staffing the shelter 

overnight costs about $43,800 per 

year. Help us save $120/night by 

volunteering to sleep here from 10 

pm to 6 am.  

Skilled Positions. With limited 

staff, we’re looking for skilled 

volunteers to help us with specific 

projects such as facility maintenance, 

receptionist, web design, and other 

specialized roles.  

Contact Jade Riley 

319-362-7555 or 

volunteer@willisdady.org.  

 

We are a proud Community 

Partner of the United 

Way of East Central  Iowa.  

Willis Dady Wish List 
Will You Help Us? 

DONATE GOODS 

Visit willisdady.org/donate#goods 

to see a list of current needs.  

You can donate furniture and large 

items to Stuff, Etc., 252 Blairs Ferry 

Rd NE, on behalf of Willis Dady. 

Proceeds will be returned to our 

shelter.  

Contact Denine Rushing 

319-362-7555 or 

sheltermanager@willisdady.org.  

 

LEAVE A LEGACY 

Leaving a legacy for future 

generations has never been easier. 

We would be privileged to help you 

include Willis Dady in your estate 

plans. Our tax ID number is 42-

1311668 

Contact Lisa Williams 

319-362-7555 or 

development@willisdady.org.  

GIVE FINANCIALLY 

More than a quarter of our annual 

operating budget is funded by 

private donations. We couldn’t keep 

our doors open without your 

generous gifts! 

 Donate at PayPal at 

willisdady.org/donate.  

 Mail checks payable to Willis 

Dady to 1247 4th Ave SE, Cedar 

Rapids, IA 52403.  

 Does your employer  match 

charitable contributions? Visit 

willisdady.org/donate/

#matching for more 

information.  

Endowment 

To support our endowment at the 

Greater Cedar Rapids Community 

Foundation, please call 319-362-

2862.  

 

The printing of this newsletter 

is a kind donation from: 

Thank You to ALL of  Our Generous Donors! 
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GREAT BEER. GREAT CAUSE. 
Hops for Housing is back and better than 

ever, featuring more than 120 beers from 

40+ breweries in Iowa and across the US.  

Tickets can be purchased in advance at 

WillisDady.org/events, and all proceeds 

go to support our mission to provide 

shelter and prevention to people 

experiencing homelessness in our 

community. 

Each admission includes a pint glass, our 

famous pretzel necklace and unlimited 

samples of some very fine beers. For more 

information, visit our website, and follow 

us on social media for instant updates! 

Saturday, April 6  2:30-5:30pm 
NewBo Market, Cedar Rapids 


