
There’s a wide gulf of life between the time Ruth left Santa Maria, California, in her youth, and the present time in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa. This time is filled with and abundance of life details: marriage, children, and the other domestic characteristics
associated with building a family. Throughout the same years, Ruth’s life was struck with multiple tragedies. One of the
most difficult to bear was the passing of her husband.  However, Ruth persevered these toughest moments, and her journey
to empowering stability brought her to Willis Dady in 2020.
  
Ruth was unemployed, living alone in the small subsidized housing apartment where she had been living for years. When
Cedar Rapids was hit by the derecho with devastating effects, it was an unstable time for everyone, but Ruth’s situation
would become one of the most desperate of her life. Her apartment was damaged and ultimately condemned for
maintenance issues. She found herself homeless, without employment, or personal resources she could lean on.  
  
This was when Ruth became acquainted with Willis Dady. She stayed at the emergency day center and nightly overflow
shelter that was opened in response to COVID-19. “I was kind of nervous when I first got to the overflow shelter,” said
Ruth. “I had never been in that kind of shelter before. There were people in worse situations than I was in - I just try and
make the best of every situation".  
  
After two weeks in the overflow shelter, Ruth moved to Willis Dady’s emergency shelter. For four months, Ruth stayed in
our women’s wing and received on-one case management to address her barriers to long-term housing stability. This
included a referral to our internal Employment Program, that has been an important part of empowering Ruth’s long-term
housing security. She had initial success working at Frontier Co-op, which has been one of Willis Dady’s longest running and
most successful work partnerships, and then worked for a time in the Litter Abatement program city partnership. Now Ruth
has transitioned from a professional volunteer position at Matthew 25’s Groundswell Café into a full-time paid position in
their kitchen. Ruth is excited about the work she is doing there. 
 
Everything seems to be coming together for Ruth. For the past year, she has been living with four other women in  Willis
Dady’s “Cedar House”, a reduced affordable housing unit within our Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) program. As part
of PSH, Ruth continues to receive one-on-one case management and credits the shared living experience with teaching her
patience, understanding, guidelines, and boundaries in interpersonal relations with others. 
 
After approximately two years of working with Willis Dady services Ruth appreciates the support she’s received over that
time. She's developed stability in her life; a sense of personal responsibility and an encouraging vision for her future. "Being
at Willis Dady has been a very good experience," Ruth said. "They've helped me a lot. Hopefully, I’ll be able to take all those
good experiences and transform them into my new place". 

Generous gifts from our donors make it possible for these successes to continue. Thank you!

Volunteer to Full Time: Ruth's Story
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News from Willis Dady Homeless Services
Printing of this

newsletter is a kind
donation from:

Hear Ruth's Story: 
Scan the QR Code below or click here to watch an interview with
Ruth to hear her experiences with homelessness, Willis Dady, and
Cedar House.

"I just try to make
the best of every
situation"-Ruth

https://youtu.be/-dMa5w3t8ew
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Our Mission

Our Vision

To provide shelter and prevention services to
the homeless and near-homeless.

To empower clients to break their cycle of
homelessness and become self-sufficient.

Aaron Brewer being named one of Corridor Business Journal’s 40 Under 40 comes as no
surprise to those who know him. Aaron spends his days working as Brucemore’s Historical
Landscape Manager, evenings and weekends performing in local theater, and still dedicates
free time to volunteering. Aaron has been a volunteer with us for over 6 months. In that time
he’s helped with various lawn care projects in addition to being a member of our Events and
Engagement Committee. As a member of the committee, Aaron secured several items for our
silent auction at Hops for Housing 2022. This was our first ever silent auction and Aaron was
vital to its success! Thank you, Aaron, for your dedication to bettering our community!

Lauren White, 
Housing Programs

Director

Greetings! I am Lauren White, and currently serve as the Housing Programs Director here at Willis
Dady Homeless Service. I have been serving in this capacity since December 2020. I am thrilled about
the future of our housing projects. In case you missed our announcement last year, Willis Dady
opened the Willis Dady Works Employment HUB and Resource Center. We are excited to share that
construction has begun at the former Chandler Pump building, located on the same property, which
will be converted to a 13-bed Permanent Supportive Housing facility (PSH). 
 
We have two additional PSH projects underway in collaboration with Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program in the Wellington Heights community. One project will offer housing to four
single women experiencing literal homelessness. The other, will offer housing to four single veteran
households experiencing literal homelessness. We are very excited about this new opportunity as we
look to expand our Grants Per Diem (GPD) programming for Veteran services. At this time, Willis
Dady has 19 units of supportive housing, and these projects will double our capacity, bringing us to 40
total units for individuals and households experiencing persistent homelessness.  

There is a great need for Affordable Housing in our community. We are pleased to continue expanding our housing services
to those at risk of or experiencing literal homelessness. Having access to more affordable and supportive housing in
collaboration with our Employment program and local agencies, will allow individuals and families to become self-sufficient
with long-term success. 
 
If you or someone you know are interested in learning more about our housing programs and volunteer opportunities,
please feel free to reach out. I can be reached via email at lauren@willisdady.org or by phone at 319-362-7555. We are
specifically looking for skilled carpenters and home renovation experts to assist with final touches on our PSH renovated
properties. If you want to support our PSH program but do not have those specialized skills, please consider giving a
financial gift to Willis Dady so we can continue this critical work in our community. 

mailto:lauren@wilisdady.org


Cambridge's Generous Gift for Permanent Supportive
Housing (PSH) Program at Willis Dady

Willis Dady's 3rd Annual Winter Coats, Hats, and Gloves Drive
From Oct 5th-31st, Willis Dady hosted our 3rd annual Winter Coats, Hats, and Gloves
Drive! Willis Dady hosts this drive yearly to prepare for the cold fall and winter nights,
to make sure that as the fall temperatures begin to drop we have supplies to hand out
to individuals experiencing homelessness. Hundreds of winter supplies--coats, hats,
gloves, scarves, and hand/feet warmers were donated throughout this drive! 

This year we had a special partner, SOKO Outfitters, in our efforts to receive new or
gently used winter gear. Throughout the month of October, SOKO offered customers a
coupon on a new winter coat when they donated a new or gently used one to their
store. Sierra, our Volunteer & Operations Coordinator, stopped by SOKO to pick up
their last round of collected donations from our community just this week (pictured to
the left with Chad from SOKO). 

Mike and Jo Cambridge 
via the Gazette

As the need for affordable hosing in our community becomes more
and more apparent, a focus of Willis Dady Homeless Services is the
long-term sustainability of our Permanent Supportive Housing
program. This critical service helps individuals who have experienced
persistent homelessness move from sleeping outside to safe and stable
housing units in our community. As a Housing First agency, we believe
that once someone has a reliable place to sleep at night, they can then
begin to address financial, health, and other barriers that impact their
access to maintaining housing for the long-term. This program's unique
approach to Housing First and intensive, individualized case
management empowers our clients who have experienced long
periods of homelessness to break this cycle in their lives and become
self-sufficient. Every year Willis Dady seeks financial support through
grant opportunities, from businesses passionate about giving back, and
from individuals like you to continue providing this service to some of
the most vulnerable people in our community. 

This fall Willis Dady Homeless Services received a very special gift from Mike and Jo Cambridge to support our
Permanent Supportive Housing program. They have committed to providing $100,000 a year to financially support this
program through 2024! This gift will help our organization maintain the 19 units of Supportive Housing available to
individuals experiencing persistent homelessness, and help us open up the 21 additional units currently under
construction and renovation. We are so grateful to the Cambridge's commitment to bettering our community for
everyone on it, especially for their support of our needed Permanent Supportive Housing program! 
In case you missed this news, check out this gazette article that details the gifts Mike and Jo Cambridge are making to
support our Linn county community: https://www.thegazette.com/business/cedar-rapids-couple-donates-2-1-million-
to-nonprofits

Thanksgiving Meal Sign-Up
Claim your dish and learn more at the sign-up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c45aaa92babfb6-willis
Questions? Contact Sierra at Sierra@WillisDady.org or call 319-362-7555

We are actively recruiting donors to make dishes for our annual
Thanksgiving Meal at Willis Dady Homeless Services! 

https://www.thegazette.com/business/cedar-rapids-couple-donates-2-1-million-to-nonprofits/?auth0Authentication=true
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c45aaa92babfb6-willis
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c45aaa92babfb6-willis
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c45aaa92babfb6-willis


Donate Items We welcome goods donations!
Please call ahead at 319-362-7555

to schedule a drop off time with
staff. For a complete list of items

visit www.WillisDady.org/donate,
search our Amazon Wishlist, or
follow us on Facebook to learn

more!

Leave a LegacyYou do not have to be wealthy to
leave a legacy of support for our

community! Contact Aaron at
AaronA@WillisDady.org or by
calling 319-362-7555 to learn

more about how you can join the
Welborn Society.

Amazon Smile
Have you heard of Amazon Smile?
When you shop Amazon through

Amazon.Smile.com a percentage of
your purchase goes back to the

charity of your choice. Visit
Amazon.Smile.com and select

Willis Dady as your charity to start
giving back as you shop.

Follow Us
Follow our Social Media pages to

stay up to date on our current
needs and all things Willis Dady!
We love to receive comments,

likes, and shares. Please join us on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

How You Can Help:
In Memory:
Francis Cejka

Dick Brown

Deborah Levin

Ruth E.

Karpenske

Volunteers with Willis Dady
provide essential duties and

much-needed program support
every day.  Interested in learning

more? Go to
www.WillisDady.org/volunteer

or email our Volunteer &
Operations Coordinator at
Volunteer@WillisDady.org

Volunteer

Financial Gifts We couldn't keep our doors open
without your support. Thank you! 
More than a quarter of our annual

operating budget is funded by YOU,
our incredible Willis Dady family. 

 
Give Securely at

www.WillisDady.org/Donate or 
mail a check to Willis Dady at 

1247 4th Ave SE, Cedar Rapids, IA
52403

We are proud to display the names of those 
memorialized and honored by our donors from:

April 5, 2022 - Sept 20, 2022

In Honor:
Arlene Sobel

Alicia Faust

Bonnie Beardsworth

Howard Zimmon

Sam Jones 40th

Birthday

Welborn Society Inductees
Join us in honoring  and welcoming our 2021

members of the Welborn Society. 

When someone joins our Welborn Society, they
are providing housing stability for years to

come. Thank you, Inductees! 

Amy Reasner

Nathan Fisher Alicia Faust

Jackie Duden

Emily Zimmon

Have you seen us out
and about? 

Throughout these last few months Willis Dady has been
out in our community attending events! Thank you to
the volunteers who represent Willis Dady and help us

table throughout the summer and fall. 

Howard

Zimmon

JP Ranck

Robert F.

Drahozal


